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UNCLAS STATE 075566 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: EFIS, MX 

SUBJECT: GOM INTEREST IN BLUE CRABS 
REF: MEXICO 3462, MARCH 23, 1977 

1 . THE NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE (NMFS), NOAA, 

COMMERCE HAS CONTACTED NMFS'S OXFORD LAB IN RESPONSE TO 
REFTEL. DIRECTOR AARON ROSENFIELD WILL PROVIDE MATERIAL 
ON BLUE CRABS TO NMFS'S OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
WHICH WILL FORWARD IT TO REGIONAL FISHERIES ATTACHE. 

DR. ROSENFIELD ALSO STATED THAT HE WOULD WELCOME A 
VISIT BY MEXICAN OFFICIALS. MEXICANS COULD MEET WITH 
LAB AND UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS IN OXFORD. DEPENDING ON 
RESPONSE BY LOCAL INDUSTRY OFFICIALS, VISITS TO LOCAL 
PACKING PLANTS MAY BE POSSIBLE. ROSENFIELD INDICATED 
THAT FISHERMEN MAY BE RELUCTANT TO MEET WITH MEXICANS 
AS THEY VIEW THEM AS COMPETITORS. 
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